
Medicare Pays for Preventative Services 
 
Medicare pays for many preventative services, including annual wellness exams, bone density 
exams, cancer screenings, diabetes screening and prevention programs, certain inoculations 
and now it covers the COVID-19 vaccine.  You pay nothing for the COVID-19 shot and you won’t 
pay a deductible or copayment, and your provider cannot charge you for giving you the shot. 
 
Remember to bring your red, white, and blue Medicare card so your health care provider or 
pharmacy can bill Medicare. You’ll need your Medicare card even if you’re enrolled in a 
Medicare Advantage Plan. 
 
Be alert for scammers trying to steal your Medicare Number. Medicare covers the vaccine at no 
cost to you, so if anyone asks you for your Medicare Number it’s a scam.  

Here’s what you need to know: 
• You can’t pay to put your name on a list to get the vaccine.  
• You can’t pay to get early access to a vaccine.  
• Don’t share your personal or financial information if someone calls, texts, or emails you 

promising access to the vaccine for a fee.  
 
 

Do You Need Help Paying for Medicare Premiums and Drug Plans? 

The Medicare Savings Program (MSP) is a program that can help pay your Medicare Part B 
premium.  Depending on your income, it may also pay for the Part A (hospital) deductibles, 
coinsurances and copays.  It can help those with limited income and resources to afford 
Medicare. 

MSP not only pays for the monthly Medicare Part B premium, it also qualifies you for the Extra 
Help program. This program helps pay for some of your out-of-pocket costs for prescription 
drug coverage, and sometimes the premium itself, depending on your income.  Extra Help 
provides extra funding and helps people to afford their monthly prescription costs. 

EPIC, the Elderly Pharmaceutical Assistance Program, provides seniors with copay assistance to 
help pay for their Medicare prescription drug copays.  It provides secondary coverage and can 
assist with Part D drug premiums.  It also covers many Medicare Part D excluded drugs. 

You can apply for these programs any time of the year! Please call the Columbia County Office 
for the Aging for more information at 518-828-4258. 

 

 



 


