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There was a public hearing before the Ghent Town Board on May 20, 2021 at 6:50 p.m. for the purpose 
of considering Local Law No. 2 of 2021, which would amend the Code of the Town of Ghent, Chapter 40 
Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, Section 40-11 Training, to clarify the training requirements 
for Town of Ghent Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals members. The public hearing will be 
conducted and open to the public via the Zoom online meeting platform. .A copy of the proposed Local 
Law No. 2 of 2021 may be found on the Town website or obtained from the Ghent Town Clerk during 
normal business hours. 
 
Town Clerk Michelle Radley read the notice aloud, and Supervisor Benvenuto open the meeting for 
public comment. 
 
Dan Barufaldi- resident of Ghent and also serves on the Ghent Planning Board.  I support having board 
members trained, I think it is a good idea. Great resources available, which I have used myself. I support 
the notion of getting trained, but as a citizen of Ghent I have seen the Town Board make some pretty 
poor decisions this year, including decisions they had to walk back on because they violated the law. 
I think the Town Board members should be included in the training requirement and I also believe one 
hour of the six required should be in ethics and it should apply to all three boards. I noticed the law says 
that each PB and ZBA member must complete at least 6 hours, I believe you should change that so that 
the requirement is 6 hours stands. Further down in the law it says Board members are paid for any 
training they participate in. I think they should be paid for the minimum requirement of 6ours and 
additional training above that should not be paid. The law does not articulate who pays the fee or 
tuition for training, I think it should cover that. Where it says the training shall be approved by the Town 
Board, there is no mechanism listed for how that happens. How would a PB or ZBA member go about 
getting such training? Is  there going to be list provided, , is it handled per session basis so every 
member of every board has to go before the Town Board to ask to have a session approved or 
authorized? The mechanism of that should be articulated and the information should be available to the 
Boards that are required to have the training at the beginning of the calendar year so members have the 
flexibility in selecting when and what training they will take.  I think you should consider there are 
certain organizations that provide training materials that should be automatically authorized. NYSDOS 
does an excellent job with their training.  It says each ember must report their training to the chairman. 
How often, after each session, once a year and who keeps track of the documentation? It also should 
articulate what the penalty is for noncompliance. And while I agree that no PB or ZBA decision should be 
voided or declared invalid because of failure to comply. It should also say that no vote by any member 
should be declared invalid.  Thank you. 
 
Supervisor Benvenuto- Dan you made some allegations when you began against the Board and I guess 
including ethics violations? I think you should document that and submit in writing to the Board so it can 
be looked into. We can refer to CC Board of ethics if necessary.  Please detail those for us. 
 
 



Dan Barufaldi- Go back to record that is not what is said. 
 
Supervisor Benvenuto- So we did not walk back or violate anything? Is that what you are saying? You 
made allegations. 
 
Dan Barufaldi- This is not the time and place to discuss during a public hearing. I stand by what I said. 
 
Supervisor Benvenuto closed the Public hearing at 7:00pm. 
 
 
 
 


