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Town of Ghent Planning Board 
Meeting of 1/13/21 

Planning Board Chairman French, Member Barufaldi, Member Machiz, Member Groom, Member, 

Member Lazar and Member Ocean. Absent Member Stoner.  

Called to order 6:00PM by Chairman French via Zoom.com.  

Other Business: 

Discussion of Council 

Chairman French confirms that everyone had seen the response from the Town Board and Jen 

Stoner had emailed a response as she was not able to attend the meeting and where does the 

Board go from here. Mr. Barufaldi states the response doesn’t change that the Planning Board 

still has the right to select their own council, pursuant to Town Law 271.  Mr. Machiz adds that 

the Town Board stated it was to reduce litigation and since the Planning Board had their own 

council it has been just the opposite especially when both boards are weighing in on one 

application. Mr. Groom states he is in agreement and the timing especially is not good with a 

contentious application in front of the Board. Ms. Lazar adds that she is in agreement even 

though she has not had the same amount of experience on the Board. Mr. Ocean states he is all 

for writing resolution and doesn’t feel the reason for this decision was to save money.  

Chairman French states that he will abstain from the vote, but will draft a letter to the Town 

Board and is the Boards thought to bring Mitch Khosrova back at least to finish the Nexamp 

application. Mr. Barufaldi states the Town Board never stated a reason for letting Mitch go 

regarding performance, etc.. Mr. Machiz states the Board should draft something for Mitch to 

continue as the Boards representation at least through Nexamp and the PRD Application. 

Chairman French confirms the Board is in agreement to reinstate Mitch at a minimum to 

complete Nexamp and the PRD application. Mr. Ocean adds that prior to Mitch as the attorney 

the attorney more times than not was at the meetings and they also faced litigation. Chairman 

French states he will draft a letter to the Town Board stating the Planning Board wishes to 

maintain their own attorney, Mitch Khosrova at least through Nexamp and the PRD 

applications. Mr. Barufaldi adds the Planning Board would like to default to their original 

council unless or until the Town Board addresses performance issues. Mr. Machiz adds the 

Planning Board should state we have the right to retain our own council at least until the 

resolution is passed.  

Mr. Barufaldi states resolution number one states that the Planning Board reserves the right to 

retain their own council, that being Mitch Khosrova, until such time that the Town Board 

provides a sufficient cause for it not to be or is not qualified. Resolution number two is that 

Mitch Khosrova remain as council through the Nexamp and PRD applications regardless. 

Chairman French abstained. 

Ms. Lazar Aye 
Mr. Barufaldi Aye 
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Mr. Groom Aye 
Mr. Machiz  Aye 
Mr. Ocean Aye 

Chairman French reads aloud a letter to the Planning Board.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:47PM.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Erin Reis 

Secretary  


