
Hey Columbia County! 
Let’s kick single-use to the 

curb! 
Columbia County Reduces Waste: 

A community Initiative 

 
A project of The Ghent Climate 

Smart Communities Task Force & 
Zero Waste Columbia 

Our goal  

The goal of the Columbia County Reduces 
Waste project is to make Bring Your Own 
Container (BYO) a cultural norm of Columbia 
County, and in the process to reduce single-
use disposable wares and packaging by 
encouraging consumers and businesses to 
practice waste reduction together. 

 

 

How it works  

We are asking Columbia County food 
businesses to display our Columbia County 
Reduces Waste/Bring Your Own (BYO) 
sticker at their storefront to let you know that 
they accept your reusable container*.  

[*Examples of containers include coffee cups, water bottles, 
cloth bags for produce, bread and bulk items, reusable 
containers for takeout and deli, and jars or bottles for liquid 
soap, detergent and shampoo (and of course a reusable 
shopping bag)].  

How you can help 

By speaking with food businesses and 
encouraging them to put our BYO Reduces 
Waste sticker in their storefront so customers 
know that they accept the use of BYO 
containers to take home leftovers. 

By bringing your own reusable containers 
when you eat out. 

Our dream 

Is to create an area-wide reuse and refill eco-
system that will enable Columbia County to 
significantly reduce waste. 

Why the urgency:  The Plastic 
Crisis is a Climate and Equity Crisis  

The plastics we use and throw away every 
day are poisoning our planet. Plastics do not 
decompose; they only break down into smaller 
invisible particles, contaminating our air, 
water, soil, and food we eat.  

 

 

 

Plastic is a very serious climate accelerator.  

Plastics are made from fossil fuels and we 
produce far more of it than we can ever 
“recycle.” Recycling of plastics is a myth that 
was pushed forth to the American public by 
the petrochemical industry.  Globally, only 
about 10% of all plastics produced to date 
have been recycled. 

About the Reduces Program  

Our Columbia County Reduces program is 
one of a number of Reduces programs in the 
United States and Canada We are very 
excited that we have become a part of the 
North American Reduces network.  

Please help us make our dream a 
reality!  

Please help us find conscientious businesses 
who are willing to put the BYO Reduces 
sticker on their storefronts. Know a business 
owner? Let us know. Do you want to talk them 
into it? Join our effort!                        

In addition, join us for canvassing, tabling at 
events, sharing everyday zero waste stories, 
creating a social media presence and fun 
social events. Meet like-minded people, make 
friends and help unite and build communities!  

              Please join us! 

[For further info email:  berman.jill@gmail.com                            
or Text:  917.439.4437] 

 


