
Town of Ghent Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes 

August 10, 2022 

 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Streeter at 7:02 pm and second by Jack Fenn. All were in favor 4, 
opposed 0, motion carried. 

Present were ZBA members Beth Lenahan, Jack Fenn, Lyle Trued, Code Enforcement Officer, Chris Keefe, 
and Town Attorney, Matthew Cabral.  

Members of the public in attendance include Patrick Prendergast, Thomas Macchiaroli, Bryce Recer. 

Chairman Streeter informed the board Jim Andrews is on vacation and introduced Bryce Recer, an 
engineer/resource and representative of the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 

Review of Minutes 

Motion made to accept the July 13, 2022, minutes as amended by Jack Fenn and seconded by Beth 
Lenahan.  All were in favor 4, opposed 0, motion carried.  

 

Old Business: 
 
Area Variance, 55 Link Rd., Thomas Macchiaroli 
 
Patrick Prendergast stated he provided the board the requested profile sketch, illustrating the elevations 
between the pond and the septic field. The applicant dug certain areas to locate the septic tank. In doing 
that, the applicant located a section of piping. The pipe is confirmed to be PCV, modern blue plastic, 
SDR35, with water gasketed joints, therefore it is watertight. The pipe is under no pressure at all, it is a 
gravity system. Thomas Macchiaroli contacted Mike DeRuzzio from the Health Department and 
informed him what was occurring. The board did receive a narrative from Mike DeRuzzio stating the 
Health Department does not get involved with this. The applicant provided a completed Part 1 
Environmental Assessment Form to the board. Chairman Streeter asked Patrick Prendergast to email an 
electronic copy of this form.  
 
Chris Keefe, Code Enforcement Officer, stated the conversation the applicant had with Mike DeRuzzio 
are in line with his previous conversations with Mike DeRuzzio. 
 
Jack Fenn asked if the applicant found a joint when exposing a portion of the lateral line, as this is the 
area he is most concerned with. The lateral line is the weak spot in terms of the proximity to the pond. 
Patrick Prendergast assured the board that the pipe has waterproof joints and will not get displaced by 
tree roots, etc. Chairman Streeter asked the applicant to provide a cut sheet of the SRD35 pipe and its 
joints. Jack Fenn also noted that pipe is above the elevation of the pond.  
 
Chairman Streeter stated Bryce Recer’s office provided the board with a letter. Bryce Recer explained he 
read through the section in the town code pertaining to ponds and their required setbacks. He 



referenced the site plan from Patrick Prendergast and Crawford and Associates to determine if the pond 
meets the setback requirements, to which he noted the town requires 100’ from the leach field and 
septic tank. The applicant is currently 44’ from the leach field and 66’ from the septic tank, indicating a 
variance being required. As Patrick Prendergast stated, due to the location of the septic tank it is 
downgradient of the pond, below the elevation of the water level, so if there was ever a failure of the 
septic system itself, it would never impact the pond as it is constructed. The flow of the ground water 
would continue away from the pond off the property.  
 
Chairman Streeter indicated an error to Bryce Recer’s narrative. Currently it states there is to be a 44’ 
variance to the septic tank, and it should read to be a 34’ variance to the septic tank.  
 
Chairman Streeter asked Bryce if he had anything to add on the SDR35 pipe in regard to Jack Fenn’s 
question. Bryce stated that piping is typically used in septic fields and installed with a gasket and spigot. 
When pulling the FOIL request there was certification from the County during the construction 
inspection.   
 
Motion to accept the application as complete and set a public hearing for September 14th by Chairman 
Streeter and second by Jack Fenn.  
 
All were in favor 4, opposed 0, motion carried. 
 
 
Other Business: 

Motion to adjourn by Jack Fenn, Second by Lyle Trued, all in favor – 4 @7:18 pm 

 

Respectfully submitted 
Katie Walker 


